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UNHCR Refugee Film Festival (RFF)
School Partners

UNHCR has implemented an educative project, the
“UNHCR Refugee Films Festival — School Partners”. This
initiative aims at deepening understanding of those forcibly
displaced through films at schools. Each participating
school has organized film screening events of selected
films from the 12th Refugee Film Festival (RFF) or films
screened during the past editions of Refugee Film Festival.
The number of School Partners increased considerably
from 16 last year to 25 this year.

*The contents of the report is almost unchanged from
original contents reported by each partner school.
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EE#REEAHE (UNHCR)EFHETSFT UNHCR Representation in Japan
T107-0062 HRREAEAXmEEIL6-10-11 VT AL —E>%2—

Wesley Center 6-10-11, Minami Aoyama, Minato-ku Tokyo 107-0062

TEL: 03-3499-2011 FAX: 03-3499-2272

BEFEEFEENEA EEUNHCRIBS Japan for UNHCR

T107-0062 RREAEXFEFIL6-10-11 VT AL —+>Z2—3F

Wesley Center 3F, 6-10-11, Minami Aoyama, Minato-ku Tokyo 107-0062
TEL: 03-4366-7373 FAX: 03-3499-2273

[/X—bk7—/In Partnership with]

MITBUAAN  EEH B ICA) Japan International Cooperation Agency
T102-8012 HRETFREAX —FEHA]5-25 —HEJz>2—E L

Nibancho Center Building 5-25, Niban-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-8012

[(RREEBGH] R2VR-HVINZ— [Tokyo Screening - In Cooperation with] ~ Stance Company
1—a347 Euro Live
w7 -V — b R— Wacoal Art Center Co,, Ltd.
(ALMR Bk 4] ALIRA [Sapporo Screening — Co-organized by] City of Sapporo
(LI _EPR 3] NEFEEA FLIREME T [Sapporo Screening - Supporter] Sapporo International Communication Plaza Foundation
(ALIR EBR #577] ALIRT>42-5 [Sapporo Screening - In Cooperation with] ~ Sapporo Plaza 2.5
J6FERTT North Pacific Bank
(2B LM %IE] 2HE™ [Nagoya Screening - In Cooperation with]  Aeon Entertainment Co., Ltd.
(BB LGl A4V IV 2—T A4 A7 MER K1t [Nagoya Screening - Supporter] City of Nagoya
(KPR Bk #48] KPR [Osaka Screening - Supporter] City of Osaka
[Ki EBR #577] =Mt [Osaka Screening - In Cooperation with] ~ SANKO INC.
—MAEEN FLyYFrERIL Knowledge Capital Association
(f@h Lk 48] BT [Fukuoka Screening - Supporter] City of Fukuoka
(ON=H= 3375 M IN=1 ] [Hiroshima - Supporter] City of Hiroshima
([EE&EBR57] LEMBELRE [Hiroshima screening - In Cooperation with] ~ Hiroshima City International House
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BRI E — {EsaZl. BMAZ. b Overview - Numbers of Film and Audiences

ALIR LR N 2 L TR
N=hF—=X
: . School
Overall Sapporo Nagoya Osaka Hiroshima Partners
_ﬂg”’ﬁ“”@ 15 6 24 6 12 5 6 6
Films Shown
J:B%E& 88 6 24 6 12 5 6 29
Screenings
.JZE%E%Z 23 2 11 2 4 2 2
Screening Days
2048
=B 36 1 4 1 2 2 1 25
Venues
f—=0A X2+
Talk Events 14 1 7 1 1 2 2
TAPAE—A— 20 1 12 2 1 2 2
Guest Speakers
ABEE 10,404 *2 651 3,812 448 1,251 542 496 3,204
Attendance

UHAKF FEB2018F1813H) ODABZBERT22%EEDH S E3,276% (1) . ABEHLMAIF10,476% (*2) .
The number (*1) is 3,276 and the total number (*2) is 10,476, including 72 attendees of the screening at Rikkyo University (held on 13 Jan 2018).
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Overview - Dates and Venues

IR TS H2-5
Sapporo Plaza 2+5
10/14,15

FTLyITTE—
Knowledge
Theater
10/28,29

AINALZ)VR—Ib

Spiral Hall
9/30,10/1

SHAREMAR—IV

Asahiseimei Hall

10/28,29

Za—/\Jb
TIAZ
Global Festa
10/1

11/11

1—a>47
EuroLive
10/2-10/6

LETHR2ERE LEERRZES
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Hiroshima Peace

Memorial Museum

ex7l

International Conference

Center Hiroshima
11/12

127 XL =8B
Istituto Italiano
di Cultura
10/7-10/9

Ly=

NTTEXR®HR—)b

Resola NTT
Yume-Tenjin Hall
11/4,5

1AV XIKRS
Aeon Cinema
Odaka
10/21,22
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TVTIVKRE
PAZAVE S DIAVS
Temple
University
10/6

LmERE
RNEBRKZ
Hokkaido University
Public Policy School

10/19

RBRF
Tokai
University
10/21

HEEFRAF
Nagoya Gakuin
University
11/11

ITHKRF
Jo-NIVAEEY 48—
Center for Global Human
Resource Development,
Rikkyo University
2018/1/13

FNZFEE
EINKE
Tamagawa
Academy
10/6

LBEHEKRF
Hokkaido University
of Education
Hakodate Campus
10/14,15

[EPNE N2

Juntendo

University
10/24

BLFERXF
Aoyama Gakuin
University
11/11

BEAFE

Setsunan

University
10/9

EEXEF
Sophia
University
10/18

BEEIIXFE
Yokohama
National
University
10/27

BREXF
Tsurumi
University
11/11

RIBARS
Soka
University
10/9
10/20

BRERAKRE
Keio
University
10/20

BRAXRF
Waseda
University
10/30
11/7

BHEXZF
Meisei
University
11/18

EREEHRKE
International
Christian
University
10/12

RRAEZFKRF
Tokyo University
of Foreign
Studies
10/20

BEFKF/O-NIb
BEt 42—
Iwate University
Global Education Center
11/1

BFEFRAF
Kwansei Gakuin
University
11/22
11/30

LEERZEARE
Hokkaido
University
of Science

10/13

BRaFRAF
Meiji Gakuin
University
10/20

FEXRE
Chiba
University
11/10

EapisiEalis
TEERHZE BEFR
Senri & Osaka
International Schools
of Kwansei Gakuin
11/30,12/8
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Temple University, Japan Campus
6 October (Fri)

About 100 students, faculty, and special guests packed into
the TUJ Parliament Student Lounge on 6 October to view
the documentary film Nice People, screened by Temple
University, Japan Campus (TUJ) as part of the UNHCR
Refugee Film Festival (RFF) 2017. This was TUJ’s first time
being a school partner of this festival. The film screening
was as a part of a series of events to celebrate the 35th
anniversary of TUJ.

Dean Bruce Stronach welcomed the crowd and expressed
how proud he was that TUJ partnered with UNHCR on this
initiative and hoped that this partnership can continue in
the future. Then Associate Professor Ron Carr (Film and
Media Arts) gave insight into the making of documentaries
about subjects as sensitive as refugees. He recalled a
documentary film he worked on about a girl from Beirut.
Finally, Assistant Professor Masaki Kakizaki (Political
Science) spoke about the issue of refugees and suggested
that it needs to be brought to the forefront of international

discussion.
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Tamagawa Academy
6 October (Fri)

Tamagawa Academy and University hosted a video event
as part of a refugee film festival on 6 October at the
University Concert Hall, Tamagawa University, Machida,
Tokyo. Nice People (RFF 2017 selection) was shown
by Mr.Adam Beije, a guest speaker from the Swedish
Embassy. The total number of participants was 83 people
despite the weather being rainy. The attendees were not
only Tamagawa students and teachers but local residents
of Machida city. Tamagawa Academy has been appointed
as a Super Global High school since 2014 by MEXT, with
the research topic of “Awakening the Whole Person to

Become Global Leaders of International Organizations”.
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Setsunan University
9 October (Mon)

The UNHCR Refugee Film Festival (School Partners) was
organized by the Special Educational Class “Let’s Think
about the Synergy of Multilateral Cultures from the Glocal
View Point” and Setsunan University Branding Project
“Glocal Synergy Research” on 9 October. This Event was
divided into two parts. A total number of 120 attendees
(including a general public) have participated in the
screening and panel discussion.

After the opening remarks of President Yagi, we screened
the refugee film Nice People (2015 Sweden). The outline of
this film is that some Somalian boys who lives in Sweden,
after escaped from the civil war of Somalia, they try to find
their place and establish a good relationship with local
people through “Bandy” (a sport played on ice). Most
students who participated in this film festival seemed to be
impressed by this film.

In the second part, as a guest lecturer, Mr. Saburo
Takizawa, who is a director of the United Nations UNHCR
Association and Toyo Eiwa Jogakuin University Visiting
Professor lectured the Refugees, Immigration Issues and
the Current Situation of the World and Japan also. The
subtitle of this lecture is “Why do people cross country
borders?” “How can we solve it?” Mr. Takizawa explained in
an easy-to-understand the current situation and structure
of political and international problems of refugees in the
world. And Mr. Takizawa raised a problem what should
Japan do to help the refugees. In the end, all participants

warmly applauded Mr. Takizawa.
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Soka University
9 (Mon), 20 (Fri) October

On 9 and 20 October, a student organization “Aspire
Soka”, promoted by both Soka University and peace
movement of the United Nations, held a screening event at
Soka University’s Global Square. One of the productions
Born in Syria (Refugee Film Festival 2017) was shown to
700 people (faculty/staff, students and general public). At
the October 20th screening, Soka University’s Chairman of
the Board of Trustees Mr. Tashiro spoke on the university’s
initiatives as a member of the UNHCR Refugee Higher
Education Program and mentioning positive points of
accepting international students of Syrian refugees who
lost school opportunities. After, Japan for UNHCR’s
Chairman of the Board of Trustees Mr. Takizawa, gave a
speech titled “Refugee issues and UNHCR: The roles that

need to be fulfilled by Japan.”
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International Christian University
12 October (Thu)

On 12 October, “UNHCR Refugee Film Festival School
Partners @ ICU” was held at N-220 of Science Hall,
International Christian University (ICU), moderated by
Hajime Akiyama (Teaching Assistant of Professor Osamu
Arakaki’s “International Law |I” and Research Fellow
of Japan Society for the Promotion of Science). It was
organised by ICU, a member of the United Nations
Academic Impact, supported by UNHCR Representation
in Japan / Japan for UNHCR and funded by ICU Research
Grants-in-Aid of 2017. Before appreciation of Born in Syria,
ICU’s commitment to support Syrian people was disclosed.
ICU and Japan ICU Foundation have launched the Syrian
Scholars Initiative (SSI). The SSl is a full scholarship that
supports Syrian students who were displaced by the
conflict throughout their entire undergraduate education
at ICU. This programme begins in September 2018.
Nearly 200 people, including ICU students who are
taking international law and media studies classes, faculty
member and the general public, watched Born in Syria.

Some students stated that they learnt refugees have
difficulties to find a place to live, and their families being
separated. They stated that this would place refugees
in @ more difficult situation to live. Other students found
that the Syrian refugees face difficulties even if they are
successfully escaped to Europe in order to secure their

homes and jobs.
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Hokkaido University of Science
13 October (Fri)

At Hokkaido University of Science, the program which
includes a screening and a lecture was held on 13
October. Despite a long time program, over 240 people
participated. The film Born in Syria was shown there and
it gave a deep impression with a surprise, and everyone
saw reality of refugees with their eyes. And also a lecturer,
Ms. Yasuda left a very important message to the audience,
that is, “we should continue to be concerned about the
refugee’s human rights, sadness and suffering.” There
were several comments on this program, for example, “I
did not know such a terrible reality which was far beyond
my imagination.” “I felt how important for us to share the
other people's pain for the formation of character.” After
the lecture, a question-and-answer session was held very

actively.
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Hokkaido University Public Policy School
19 October (Thu)

On 19 October, 2017, the Graduate School of Public
Policy at Hokkaido University held the film showing of the
documentary Nice People as part of the school partners
of the 12th UNHCR film festival. The documentary featured
the true story of Somalian refugees in the rural town of
Borlange, Sweden, who attempt to qualify for the Bandy
World Cup Championship. The documentary is somewhat
a 21st century version of the 1990s movie Cool Running.
In the documentary, the Somalian refugees share with
the audience their anxiety, fear and sorrow of leaving in
a foreign land far away from their family. The audience
is moved by the strong will of these refugees when they
keep getting back on their feet each time they fall on the
ice, and what keeps them motivated to get back on their
feet is the one wish to represent their country in the Bandy
Championship.

Approximately 30 students attended the film showing, and
Professor Naomi Chi from the Graduate School of Public
Policy shared her thoughts with the audience about the
challenges that the refugees face not only in Sweden but
in other parts of the world.
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Hokkaido University of Education Hakodate Campus
14 (Sat), 15 (Sun) October

At Hokkaido University of Education, the students
organized the Refugee Film Festival executive committee
and two films were screened in the University Festival held
on 14 and 15 October. Nice People (RFF 2017 selection)
was showed on 14th and Born in Syria (RFF 2017 selection)
was showed on 15th. The Students studied about refugee
situations about Somlia and Syria where were related to the
films. Students prepared and displayed the posters about
they studied and made presentation to the attendees. A
total number of 60 attendees (students and general public)

have participated in the event.
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Sophia University
18 October (Wed)

“Sophia United Nations Weeks* is held twice a year in June
and October under the concept “To consider our world
and the future through the U.N activities”. This year as a
kick off of the event, the film screening was held at Yotsuya
Campus International Conference Hall on 18 October and
200 guests including high school students gathered.
Opening address was given by President Yoshiaki
Terumichi followed by UNHCR Representative in Japan
Senior Protection Officer Toshitsuki Kawauchi. He spoked
about the current situation of Syrian refugees. The film
Born in Syria is a documentary film which follows seven
children from Syria in their long and emotional journey.
Viewers sympathized with lives of refugees not only in
refugee camps but their everyday lives in the countries
where they evacuated to.

%) LR

EEWeeks October, 2017

Cparing Ak

Gaphia Univarsity Prascent foshiai Tarumich

21 2 UNHCRINE B R - 4 3/ O—h - — XU LR

12th UNHCR Refugee Film Festivel - School Partmers Film Screening

UNHCR Rsprosmisin i Jagon Server Pokection O Toshlnaki Kowauchi

EAUNHCR
SH R R 2017

W UNHER | 3w




BERBKY
10/20 (&)

ECHTEBEZRBAFHNFR/NN—rF—XELTITEESE
DEETIE. READOTYYTIEEFNT) ICEDET T#
RBEEOES] £l BERBRFHEMER L Z2—HE
TELBEZEESR (HAPP) OXRFTEEDFEBREICLD0 ¥
REEDSH DS/ %IV BRzfTE0 EDE UNHCR 1%
TEERODEE=ZRR. 7LRATA1V2—F>3F)VEAR
DIIOERZHBELHBERZTEVE LI, /\RIVTIETZ
LTLERLIIAD VI T7HROER] 13—AY/\TOR
AR THRICBI2#HERITANIL. EoOIcERER
ERELCVWD A7) OT77—ARN)TA UV T#DESY
BRI GREEZBELE LT, EMETIEITU7ITE
ENTI OLEBRFEFTHEL BEZBARE CHRBBEICEAD
U=V TCIAIR— 8RO Fa1 A2 -z RELT
T—2IL SAL DRRICKDAE—F P, EREIE T XAy
2 avHTEVE Lz, RELBFEBMELTWEZWTT,

Keio University
20 October (Fri)

For the first time, Keio University participated to the
UNHCR Refugee Film Festival as a school partner. To
understand better the background of the film screened,
Born in Syria, “Refugee weeks at Keio” was organized
with a panel exhibition at the entrance of the building, and
a conference by Mr. Takizawa, Chairman of the Board of
the Japan Association for UNHCR, and Ms. Yamaguchi
from Amnesty International. Students of the executive
committee prepared panels on the subject of 'What is
“refugee”?’, 'Background of Syrian crisis', '"Acceptance
of refugees in Europa' and 'Acceptance of refugees in
Europe'. Students of Keio University, teachers and those
who live near the university participated to the screening: a
student of Keio spoke about his own documentary film on

the problem of refugees in Myanmar.
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Tokyo University of Foreign Studies
20 October (Fri)

A screening of Born in Syria, a film about Syrian refugees,
and an open round-table discussion on “Peace and
Reconstruction in Syria” was held at Tokyo University
of Foreign Studies (TUFS), AGORA Global, Prometheus
Hall on 20 October. For the open round-table discussion,
Mr. Maki SATO (Japan Irag Medical Network Executive
Director), Ms. Megumi HIRAYAMA (Sadaga-Association for
Syria Adviser Secretary, Meiji Gakuin University Associate
Professor), Mr. Hiroyuki AOYAMA (TUFS Professor),
and Mr. Natsuki CHUBACHI (TUFS Japan Syria Student
Organization) took to the stage as speakers. The TUFS
Japan Syria Student Organization planned and moderated
this discussion. In addition to the students from TUFS,
attendees also came from outside of the university.
Approximately 200 attendees showed interest in the
refugee crisis in Syria, and actively asked questions during
the question-and-answer session. At the same time, a
photo exhibition of Syria was held during 17 - 20 October in
the Galleria of the Research and Lecture Building.
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Meiji Gakuin University
20 October (Fri)

Meiji Gakuin University (MGU) will start accepting a refugee
student next year as a partner institution of UNHCR
Refugee Higher Education Program. Prior to this, MGU
Refugee Film Festival was held on 20 October with a
screening of Born in Syria (RFF 2017 selection) and a talk
event by Megumi Hirayama (Associate Professor, Faculty
of International Studies) at its Shirokane Campus. She
explained the background and current problems of Syrian
refugees to understand real situation, with interviews
by her seminar activity in Jordan. A total number of 178
attendees (students and general public) have participated
in this event. MGU also had several enlightening events for

supporting refugees during this period.
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Tokai University
21 October (Sat)

The UNHCR Refugee Film Festival: School Partners was
held at Tokai University on 21 October At the university,
one of the film, Nice People, was shown. Unfortunately,
the day was a rainy day due to a big typhoon; however,
almost 30 people came from both inside and outside
of the university. On the day, a brief introduction of the
Festival was given before showing the film. Then, Prof.
Keiko Araki (Dept. of International Studies) had a few
words on the issue of refugees, closely followed by the
Brazilian dance show presented by some local residents
and students of our university. After showing the film, the
author summarized it and closed the Festival. From the
audiences, some comments were received: “the film was
very inspiring”; “Now I've become interested in the issue of
refugees”; “I would like to watch other films”. Although not
so many people came to watch the film, the Festival was
very significant and meaningful since it inspired them and

gave some awareness.



IEXE KT
10/24 ()

IBEXR 2 AFERHEFERIE. 10 824 Bic. NBEE EE
UNHCR #EMER -ZR/\— M F—X] ek, w5
HOKFrVINADEZHBERICCRMEL. AFFE HEE.
—RDHLOBMHHYE LTz, REDEE UNHCR #EB
BIEOLEBERIVTFL R E=FWI(H) > T T T1)>
EIVI, TUTTa NIV VEE) HEMLELRE, L
BUCIHIIOTIE. AEFEEANT Y 7 BUHEHH#EEE
AE (RHQ) PEIE—HREOFEEE TERLY. [ RIPMREREE
ELTHBEEWVREER Lz, ARROEEORNE®. BE
ICHBITHHEDORR. F—BREENEDLDICHRTIEIC
BAbONEHNEVSTEBOAETBNWEE HERZBIRICIE
AGNBHRAERLTWREEE Lz, MEDEATHBHA
VI—7 2 ZLCHALEOERAZHICWBERICDONT,
BoEmdsEalZUE LT,

Juntendo University
24 October (Tue)

The Faculty of International Liberal Arts, Juntendo
University in Tokyo had a film screening event on 24
October, showing the Swedish documentary film, Nice
People, which was one of the films from the 12th UNHCR
Refugee Film Festival. Prior to the film screening, there was
a guest lecturer, Mr. Hiroaki Ito from Refugee Assistance
Headquarters, Foundation for the Welfare and Education of
the Asian People. He lectured on the present situation and
problems related to refugees in general and in Japan. From
his lecture, the audience learned various ways to give
support to the refugees. Undergraduate students studying
international liberal arts, faculty members, and general
public attended the event, which was a great success
providing the audience an opportunity to know and think
about the refugees in today’s world including Sweden and

Japan.
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Yokohama National University
27 October (Fri)

Yokohama National University (YNU) has held a free
screening of the documentary film Statelessness — Where
is my country on 27 October, 2017 (Director: Masayuki
Gen, produced by: NHK, Tokyo Video Center / 2009)
(hosted by YNU and supported by UNHCR Representative
in Japan and Japan for UNHCR). This work focuses on the
problem of "statelessness" faced by children of Vietnamese
refugees who have escaped to Japan from the political
turmoil after the Vietnam War and children born outside
marriage between Japanese and foreigners. This work is
closely related the investigation of Ms. Tiensshi Chen, who
is a Waseda University professor and was also stateless
person. In total about 80 people including approximately
40 YNU students who take journalism classes, general
participants and faculty and staff watched the documentary.
The sufferings of the stateless people who told such as "l
was illegal from the time of birth" were introduced one after
another, and many of the participants were nailed during
the 90-minute screening. While many refugees from Syria
leaked and shook the world, the participants seemed to

receive great stimulation of the reality of the world.
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Waseda University
30 October (Mon), 7 November (Tue)

The Refugee Film Festival School Partners Event was held
in Waseda University on 30 Oct and 7 Nov. The event
was hosted by two student volunteer groups; Refugees
Interaction Project and Stateless Network, which are official
members of the Waseda volunteer center. The event
was held at the Ono Auditorium, located in Waseda, and
screened one of the movies selected by UNHCR called
Nice People.

The hosts borrowed a replica of a tent used in the refugee
camp from UNHCR, and displayed it near the reception
desk. They also collaborated with a Japanese clothing
brand, UNIQLO, and collected unused clothing in order to
send them to refugee camps around the world.

For the event held on 7 Nov, a staff from the Swedish
embassy gave us a talk about the background of the movie
before the screening, which focused on the integration of
the refugees to the Swedish society. After the screening,
the members of both groups that hosted the event gave a
short speech about their normal activities and what they
learnt from it.

Due to unexpected troubles such as a bomb threat to
the university, only 35 people came to the event in total.
However, it was a meaningful event because those who
came to the event were all had something to learn and

reflect upon after the event
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Iwate University Global Education Center
1 November (Wed)

A screening of the acclaimed UNHCR-sanctioned film,
Nice People, was held at lwate University on 1 November.
Viewers were touched by the heartwarming story about
a group of Somali refugees bonding together and with
members of their Swedish community in the spirit of winter
sport and humanitarianism. Film festival attendees included
lwate University Japanese and international students, staff,
and faculty. The feedbacks received included such as:
“Today’s movie is the most impressive one that I've ever
watched. Thanks for the opportunity. Hope we can see
the next time.”, “Interesting movie!”, “| haven’t watched a

movie for a long time. It was moving and fun.”, and “Good

opportunity!”
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Chiba University
10 November (Fri)

A screening event was organized at Chiba University on
November 10th. Opening the class, "International Human
Rights" at College of Liberal Arts and Sciences taught by
Ayako Sasaki, as the pre-sessional event, Ms. Megumi
Nakamura from Japan for UNHCR gave a lecture as guest
speaker. At the screening event, the documentary film Born
in Syria (RFF 2017 selection) was shown with comments
of Professor Kaoru Yamamoto from Tokyo University for
Foreign Studies. As closing remarks, Ms. Emika Fuchigami,
a senior student at Department of Education, spoke about
her volunteering experiences with refugees in Finland. A
total number of 170 attendees (students, faculty members,
and the general public) have participated in the event.
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Nagoya Gakuin University
11 November (Sat)

A screening and talk event was organized at Nagoya
Gakuin University, Nagoya, JAPAN on 11 November. The
documentary film, Born in Syria (Refugee Film Festival
2017 selection) was shown, with a guest, Kiyoko Takemura
(Public Relations Supporter, Japan for UNHCR). Ms.
Takemura talked about her experiences at the Syrian
refugee camp in Jordan. More than 180 standees including
high school students, university students and general
public have participated to the screening and talk session.
The attendees said "We could understand the current
situation of Syrian refugees through this film and talk event’,
‘I try to search for what we can do for refugees and asylum
seekers’ after this event. This screening and talk event
was supported by UNHCR Japan, Japan for UNHCR and
Nagoya International Center.
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Aoyama Gakuin University
11 November (Sat)

The Baulkman Hills African Ladies Troup was shown
at Aoyama Gakuin Astudio, a theater of Aoyama Gakuin
University on the afternoon of 11 November. The screening
event was organized by the 15 students instructed by
Professor Junichi Miyazawa at School of Cultural & Creative
Studies of the University. The students, in fact, were the
translation team who provided subtitles for the film’s Japan
premiere at the UNHCR Refugee Film Festival 2017. Prior
to the show, they invited Dr. Namie Tsujigami, Project
Associate Professor of Middle Eastern studies, Graduate
School of Arts and Sciences at the University of Tokyo. She
lectured a comparison with Syrian female survivors who

also tried acting a theater. It was a successful event which

attracted approximately 70 people.
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Tsurumi University
18 November (Sat)

On the rainy autumn Saturday, the 12th UNHCR Refugee
Film Festival - School Partners was held at the Main Hall
of Tsurumi University. In this year’s film festival as the third
year in a row, about 70 people aged from teens to eighties
and some foreigners came to participate in this event.
After an opening remark by Dr. Takashi Ooyama, President
of Tsurumi University, the film Good Lie (U.S.A., 2014)
was started. After the film, Prof. Satoshi Nagasaka, the
Director of the Center for International Exchange, gave
a presentation on the current conditions of refugees
around the world and a project having been carried out by
Tsurumi University, free dental check-up and treatment to
applicants of refugee status in Japan.

Questionnaires from the participants were collected. While
enthusiasm from the audience was recognized, the event
seems to have given them a new insight on the global
issue from new and expert knowledge that they had never
realized before. Their voices are very valuable: "l realized
the importance of knowing facts (especially social and
global issues) that | did not know before", "l wish more
people know what is really going on with those refugees”,
“I've started thinking what | can do to make a difference...”
and so on. Additionally some warm words were reported
such as "This event is so meaningful, wishing the university
to keep offering this kind of activities to everyone!"
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Meisei University
18 November (Sat)

A special screening event was organized at Meisei
University on 18 November. The event was hosted by
the Eizou-honyaku Fieldwork team and the documentary
film Nowhere to Hide was screened, with 86 people in
attendance. Prior to the screening, four students made
speeches about refugees and the background of the film.
At the end of the event, Mr. Seiko Ito, who is known as
an author and TV personality, came up to the stage as
a special guest. He was interviewed about what he has
seen through his overseas visits for MSF (Médecins Sans

Frontieres).
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Kwansei Gakuin University
22 (Wed), 30 (Thu) November

KGU (Kwansei Gakuin University), which has enthusiastically
been dealing with refugee issue by such as setting special
seats for refugee students, has cooperated with “Refugee
Film Festival” for three years at Uegahara, Kobe-Sanda,
and Seiwa Campus; and starts it at Senri International
campus, also. As one of the “School Partners,” Good Lie
was shown at Kobe-Sanda campus with 20 visitors and
Born in Syria was shown at a small conference room with
simple coordination in Nisinomiya Uegahara-Campus with
280 visitors. And now it has started to prepare next year

screenings.
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Senri & Osaka International Schools of Kwansei Gakuin
30 November (Thu), 8 December (Fri)

KGU (Kwansei Gakuin University), which has enthusiastically
been dealing with refugee issue by such as setting special
seats for refugee students, has cooperated with “Refugee
Film Festival” for three years at Uegahara, Kobe-Sanda,
and Seiwa Campus; and starts it at Senri International
campus, also. As one of the “School Partners,” the campus
had 39 visitors in the two screenings (Nice People and
Born in Syria), though both were held at a small conference
room with simple coordination. Senri International campus
has a goal of its education: “Contributing for a global
society.” After the events, visitors responded as “Suitable
for a teaching material at our elementary school,” “Please
make an encore opportunity for this good movie,” “One
more screening for busy people,” “Something, we should

begin,” and so on.
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Center for Global Human Resource Development, Rikkyo University
13 January (Sat)

The UNHCR Refugee Film Festival School Partners
screening event “Breaking the Boarder on Ice” was held
by student volunteers of Rikkyo University at 13:00-17:00
on 13 January 2018. With up to 72 participants, the event
has screened the movie Nice People (2015) which is a
documentary film about Somali refugees integrating with
the local residence of a rural town of Sweden through
playing its regional sports: bandy. By screening this film,
it is expected that the students of Rikkyo University have
increased understanding on the difficulties that refugees
encounter when integrating with a foreign community.
Additionally, though the film shows stories of Somali
refugees in Sweden, it is meaningful to discuss the current
situation of refugees in Japan at the same time.
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