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Researchers analyze case studies and discuss elements of social fairness, which can help us 
envision a fair post-pandemic society 
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The Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic has led to significant losses on a global scale since 2019. 
As we continue to recover from its after-effects, there is an unmet need to address social 
inequality across different populations to minimize long-term damage. However, the 
definition of fairness differs contextually with respect to the COVID-19 crisis.  

Now, a team of researchers from Chiba University, Japan, has conducted an in-depth analysis 
of aspects which govern fairness in a post-pandemic era, and disparities leading to inequality. 
These insights were published in the book ‘Social Fairness in a Post-Pandemic World - 
Interdisciplinary Perspectives’, which was edited by Dr. Hikari Ishido, Dr. Jiro Mizushima, Dr. 
Masaya Kobayashi, and Dr. Xiaofang Zhang. “We sought to present novel perspectives on 

Understanding the Principles of Socio-economic 
Equality for a Fair Post-pandemic Society 
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openness, freedom, and well-being by combining political, economic, historical, philosophical, 
and cultural analyses in the post-pandemic era,” says Dr. Ishido. 
 
The authors discussed four elements of social fairness— ‘rule-compliance,’ which implies 
international environmental treaties and domestic laws; ‘equal impartiality,’ which entails 
equal respect for fundamental human rights; ‘ethical fidelity,’ which concerns bona fide 
sincerity or loyalty to the ongoing legal restrictions and cultural customs; and ‘benefit 
reciprocity,’ which includes the actual give-and-take of essential goods across countries.  

Vaccination emerged as the most effective way to control the magnitude of the pandemic. 
Notably, the COVAX facility was established to ensure equitable distribution of COVID-19 
vaccines globally. In this regard, the authors explain the need for a ‘fair priority model’ as 
opposed to the ‘proportionate distribution model,’ whereby vaccine allocation addresses the 
nations’ disease burden, socio-economic security, and risk status. 
 
Addressing the environmental impact of the pandemic to reduce the load on socio-
economically weaker nations, the authors suggested adopting a global model that ensures 
that economic growth does not supersede environmental protection. Additionally, they 
focused on regional variations in pandemic responses, political restructuring, transformation 
of global trade, and its effects on the well-being of diverse populations.  
 
In summary, the book highlights familial, societal, national, and global issues raised by the 
COVID-19 pandemic and provides novel insights into the structuring of a fair post-pandemic 
society.  
 
Explaining the long-term implications of their work, Dr. Ishido concludes by stating, “As an 
interdisciplinary work, these findings could advance our understanding of how a post-
pandemic society could emerge, based on the four inseparable components of fairness.” 
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